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CONCORD: V 
PfimTED BY ASA McFARLAND, MAIN-8TBEET. 
184 8. 






General Association, \ 
Wednesday, August 23, 1 848. ) 

" Voted, That the thanks of this Association be given to Rev. Mr. 
BouTON, for his able and appropriate Sermon, and that he be requested 
to furnish a copy of it for the press." 



• m • 



Note. In order to prepare the statistics presented in the following 
Discourse, the author found it necessary to make out a Chronological List 
of all the Pastors of Congregational and Presbyterian Churches that have 
ever been settled in the State, including the place of their nativity, year of 
birth, place of education, graduation, settlement, dismission and death. In 
performing this task he acknowledges his indebtedness to the very accurate 
and useful labors of the late John Farmeb,* Esq., and also to valuable 
help obtained from the Hon. John Kelly,! of Exeter ; to Rev. Jona- 
than French, of North-Hampton ; Rev. John M. Whiton, d. d., of An- 
trim; Rev. Daniel Lancaster, of Gilfaianton, and Rev. Jeremiah 
Blake,^ of Tamworth, who have published a statistical account of minis- 
ters (with useful notes,) in their respective counties ; and also to the Rev. 
Phineas Cooke, recently of Lebanon, for manuscript notices of ministers 
in Grafton County. 

This Chronological List is not at present in a proper state for publication. 
The author reserves it for ^ture use and enlargement If published in 
an appendix, moreover, according to the desire of a portion of the Greneral 
Association, it would swell the publication to a size and expense probably 
never contemplated by them. 



* See his list of N. H. Ministers : Am. Qmr. Reg., Vol. 6, Mav, 1834. 
t See iV. H Hist. Coll., by Farmer and Moore, Vol. 2, and N. A Ob»., 1 821, furn- 
ished by Hon. John Eellt ; also, manuscript notices of ministers, by same. 
I See jy. H Repository, and Historical and Genealogical Register, Vol. 1 . 
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DISCOURSE. 



ZECHAIQAH 1 : 5. 



'he object which I have chiefly in view, in thi 

ind brethren, does not require that I particularly dwell on the 
1 upon which the text was spoken. Suffice it to say, that 
order and succession are equally the law of Divine Providence. 
*' One generation goeth and another coraeth ; but the earth abideth 
forever." The patriarchs and priests of former dispensations " were 
not suffered to continue, by reason of death." The prophets and 
apostles whom God raised up for the instruction of his Church, are 
no more. So the ministers of the New Testament that have pre- 
ceded us, in the long line of descent from apostolic times, have in 
succession finished their testimony and gone to their reward. 

On the aeth July, 1747, (here were assembled at Exeler 17 min- 
isters of the gospel, pastors of churches in the Province of New- 
Hampshire. They had come together by previous arrangement, in 
consideration of " the necessity of harmony, peace, and good order 
among the chnrches ; and the great need of union among the min- 
islers ; and with the design of using their most prudent, hearty, and 
unanimous endeavors to promote such valuable ends; and to guard 
the churches against every thing which might shock their founda- 
tions, or corrupt their doctrine."* The names of the ministers thus 
convened with this laudable intent are left upon record, and are 
worthy of our mention and memory. They were " the Rev. Messrs. 
Odiins, sen. and jun., of Exeter; Allen, of Greenland; Rust, of 
Stralham ; Gushing, of Dover ; Whipple, of Hampton-Falla ; Blunt, 




of New-Castle ; Cotton, of Hampton; Moody, of New-Market ; Par- 
sons, of Rye, and Parsons, of South-Hampton ; Gookin, of North- 
Hampton ; Emery, of Nottingham ; Main, of Rochester ; Coffin, of 
Kingston ; Fogg, of Kensington, and Langdon, of Portsmouth." So 
far as we know, this was the first Convention of Congregational min- 
isters ever held in the Province* ; although there appears to have 
been an Association, called the Southern Association, in 1744.t 
Afler certain preliminary measures, they adjourned to meet at Hamp- 
ton on the 13th October following ; there adopted rules for future 
meetings, and adjourned to hold their first annual meeting at Ports- 
mouth, on the 11th October, 1748. One hundred years have since 
rolled away. Those fathers of the New-Hampshire ministry have 
long since slept in death. Occupying the point we now do, as their 
successors ; removed from them the period of an entire century, can 
it, my brethren, be deemed unsuitable to the occasion, that we review 
the period that has elapsed — that we trace, with somewhat of histor- 
ical precision, the prominent events that have transpired — especially 
that we note the leading characteristics of the men in the sacred 
office that have preceded us, and derive from their faith, their virtues, 
their example, their trials, their success, and their end, incitements 
to diligence and perseverance in our glorious Master's cause ? 

In other words, I propose, as the subject of discourse on the pres- 
ent occasion, the New-Hampshire Ministry ; or, the History and Chor 
racter of the Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers of this 
State, 

As the field of our review is extensive, and the subjects of remark 
copious, I must be content — and I beg your indulgence in the hear- 
ing — to present the important facts of the period under general 
topics ; which, however, may have this advantage, — it will both facil- 
itate our memory of the facts, and illustrate the great principles 
involved in them. 

1. What, then, in the first place, is the number of Congregational 
and Presbyterian Ministers, from the beginning, that have sustained 
the pastoral office iti New-Hampshire ? We date the organization 
of the first church in New-Hampshire in 1638 — two hundred and 
ten years anterior to this time, and eighteen years subsequent to the 

♦Note A 

t See Great Awakening, by Jos. Tracy, p. 345 ; also, Records of Convention, 
1763. 



landing of the pilgrim fal hers at Plymouth. It is an unsettled question 
whether the first church wag that at Exeler, of which the celebrated 
John Whelewright was pastor; or that at Hampton, of which the 
Rev. Stephen Bachilor was pasior. Both, doubtless, were formed in 
1638 — the latter in the fall of that year. Settlements had previously 
been begun at Dover and Portsmouth. In the former place a meet- 
ing'house was erected as early as 1633, and William Leverich, "a 
worthy and able Puritan minister," was engaged as a preacher ; to 
him succeeded one Burdiil, and then Hanserd KnoUys, or Knowles — 
both unworthy men,* But a church was not formed in Dover till 
1639, and no pastor was regukriy settled till 1642. However it 
may be a question, whether Whelewright of Exeter or Bachilor of 
Hampton, was first in the order of New-Hampshire pastors, it should 
be acknowledged that the oldest church now in existence in the 
Stale, is that of Hampton ; the first EitetRr church being dispersed 
on the removal of Whelewright, about four years afterwards, to Wells, 
in Maine. The only towns in the Province in which ministera had 
been settled previous to 1670, a half century from the landing of the 
pilgrims, were Hampton, Exeter, and Dover. Of the sevent that had 
been pastors in those towns, only two were then in oflice, viz. Sam- 
uel Dudley, of Exeter, and Seaborn Cotton, of Hampton. In 1671 
a church was organized, and Rev. Joshua Moody settled the same 
day, the first minister of Portsmouth ; though he had preached there 
since 1638, and occasional preaching had been enjoyed since 1640, | 
The_^/i church organized was at Dunstable, under the jurisdic- 
tion of Massachusetts, now the first church in Nashua, and a minis- 
ter settled in 1685. Subsequently other towns, bordering on the 
sea-coast, as New-Castle, Newington, Stratham, Durham, Kingston, 
and Rye, had ministers. Thence very gradually settlements were 
made in the interior, and ministers seltled, in Londonderry, 1719; 
Concord, 1 730 ; Chester, Winchester, Pembroke, Hudson and Keene. 
In the latter place. Rev. Jacob Bacon was seltled, 1738, a century 
afler the settlements at Exeier and Hampton- He was tht Jijly-jijih 
pastor in order settled in the State. But at the formation of the 

* See Bi-CffBtEimiid Sermon, 1838, bj Rev. Davici RuDt, pp. 5-7. He suts the 
ehnrch was fanned " some tima in tho Batumn of 1638," — which is probably not 
correct. For tlie cbara^ter of Bordilt and IuiqIIts, sec Belknap's Hist., toI. I., pp. 
23-87, Farmer's ed. t Note J-4. 



} HiaC. Coll. bj Farmer & Moore, rol. 2, pp. 234-9,— pp. 261-4. See a very in- 
Wresting account of lie formation of Ihfl diardi and ordination of Mr. Mood;, 
in the "Annals of Portamontb," 1671. Hole B. 
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Convention, in 1747, there were only about 30 ministers living.* 
The progress of settlements continued slow, extending into the inte- 
rior, averaging, till after the Revolutionary War, only about four an- 
nually in the whole State. Subsequently the growth was more rapid. 
In 20 years, viz., from 1788-1808, ninety-nine pastors were settled; 
from lvS08-1828, one hundred and fifteen ; 1828-1848, two hun- 
dred and fifty-six : the largest number settled in any one year being 
22, in 1837. In the period from 1638 till the close of 1847, we have 
the record of 686 settlements of pastors ; a few, indeed, of the names 
being repeated, as they were ordained or installed over different 
churches. The number of pastors living at different periods in our 
history is as follows : 

In 1670, 2; 

" 1700 5 ; 

*' 1747, 30; 

1776, 65; 

1800, 76; 

1820, 90; 

" 1847, 117. 

It should be added, that besides the 117 living pastors, there are 
about 30 ministers, in good standing, residing among us, who, for 
various causes, have resigned their pastoral charge ; and as many 
more who are preaching as stated supplies. Among those who have 
resigned, or been honorably dismissed from the pastoral office, we 
recognize some of the most useful and venerable fathers of the min- 
istry, four of whom are upwards of four score years, and ten over 
three-score years and ten ; the average of whose pastorate was 30 
years. Most of them reside among the flock of which they once had 
the pastoral care, beloved and respected for their past usefulness ; 
venerated for their age and piety ; awaiting, in tranquillity and hope, 
their discharge from the infirmities and trials of life, and their wel- 
come into the presence and rewards of the Master whom they have 
so long served.t 

In this connexion it is suitable to notice that the growth of the 
churches has corresponded with the increase of pastors. We have 
indeed no documents showmg the exact number of members till after 
the organization of this General Association, in 1809. According to 
returns made to this body since that period, there were, 

* Chronological List, and Records of Convention, 
t Appendix, Note C. 



In 1816, in 55 churches, 5,108 members;* 

" 1820, "81 " 8,843 

" 1S30, "146 " 12,807 

" 1844, "170 " 20,957 

" 1847, "188 " 22,790+ " 

II. In the second place, let ua remark on ihe Qualifications of 
Nem-Hampshirt Pastors, as it respects Education. The puritan rain- 
bters in England were, many of them, men of profound and varied 
learning, graduates of the Universities, and able to converse, as well 
as wrile, in Latin ; and were familiar with the Greek and Hebrew, 
in which they read the Holy Scriplures. So, the first ministers thai 
came to this country were generally men of education, in the liberal 
sense of that term. In the first c!as3,| that is, " those who were in 
the actual exercise of their ministry when they left England, and 
were the instruments of bringing ihe gospel into this wilderness," 
Cotton Mather enumerates Mr. Timothy Dalton, of Hampton; Mr. 
Daniel Maud, of Dover ; Mr. John Reyner, first of Plymouth, after- 
wards of Dover. These were -well educated men.|| Rev. John 
Whelewriglit was with Oliver Cromwell in the University of Cam- 
bridge, and was a man of learning, as well as of piety and zeal. 
Seaborn Cotton, son of the celebrated John Cotton, of Boston, born 
on the ocean, was graduated al Harvard College in 1651, and had 
the honor of being the first minister in New-Hampshire who was 
educated in this country. The main object for which Harvard Col- 
lege was estahlished, and, subsequently, Yale and Dartmouth, was to 

• There were probably at this period s ome churdies not reported in connection 
with the General Asaoeiation. 
+ Reports of General Assodation, and Congregational Almanac, 1848. 
(Mather's Mag., B. iii., pp. 213-221. See Kole D. 

H Johnson, in his " Wonder Working Providence of Zion's Saviour," speaks of 
" the reverend, grave, and gracions Mr. Donlton ;' and adds : 
" Doullon dolh teach perapicuonsly and Bound, 

With wholesome truths of Christ thy flock doat feed ; 
Thv honour with thy labor dolh abound, 

Age crowns thy head in righteousness ; proceed 
To ^tler down, root up, and quite destroy 

All heresies and eirora, that draw back 
TJnio perdition, and Cbrist's folk annoy. 
To war for him, thou weapons dost not lacb." 
Prince, in his " Annals of New-England," 1632, (appendix,) says of the Hev. 
Mr. Stephen Bachilov: 'lie was an ancientminiaier in England; had been aman 
of fame in his day j was 71 years of age whan be came over; bro't a number of 

r:oplc with him, and soon bctamo the firet feeder of tho flock of ChriBt at Lynn. 
and ho was s goolleman of learning and iogennitj." 
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isrupply the churches with a learned and godly ministry. As Cottoif 
Mather says, ** The primitive christians were not more prudently 
careful to settle schools for the education of persons to succeed the 
more immediately inspired apostles, than the christians in the most 
early times of New-England were to form a College, wherein a suc- 
cession of a learned and able ministry might be educated."* And 
nobly did the first college of New-England answer the end of it* 
establishment for more than a century and a half; 

Thence, as from a perennial fountain, flowed sacred streams to 
make glad the churches of our God. Of 67 ministers that succeeded 
the settlement of Seaborn Cotton at Hampton, in 1660, till 1748, 
sixty-two are known to have received a collegiate education, of 
whom 57 were graduates of Harvard. Of 199 settled between 1748 
and 1800, one hundred and eighty-three, pr nine-tenths of them, 
were publicly educated, of whom 102 were at Harvard, 19 at Yale, 
and 40 at Dartmouth, which latter was not established till 1769. Of 
187 pastors settled from 1800 to 1830, one hundred and fifty, or five- 
sixths of them, were graduates, of which 14 only were at Harvard, 
and 64 at Dartmouth. Since the latter period the proportion of our 
ministers educated at Colleges has greatly diminished. Of 225 set- 
tled since that time, only 152, or two-thirds of the whole, have re- 
ceived a cbllegiate education. Does this fact, my brethren, imply 
that as a class we are less completely furnished for our work than 
were the pastors of the 1st, 2nd, and 3d periods of our history? 
There are now, indeed, and were in former periods, some pastors of 
great worth and usefulness without the advantage of public educa- 
tion ; yet we should be slow to admit that, as a general rule, our 
fathers misjudged on this subject ; and considering the great progress 
which has been made within the last 30 years in general education,, 
in literature and science, do we not need, even more than those who 
have preceded us, the discipline and general knowledge which can 
be acquired better at a college than elsewhere ? Does not our true 
wisdom and soundest policy as a denomination require that, with one 
heart, we rally around the colleges which were designed chiefiy by 
their founders to be seminaries for the training of an able ministry ? 
Dartmouth alone, since her foundations were laid in the wilderness, 
amid many anxieties and with earnest supplications to God for his 
blessing — Dartmouth has furnished the churches of New-Hampshire 

* Mag., vol. 2, B. 4 : p. 6. 



vfilh 162 of their minislers — of whom the first was Auguatine Hib- 
bard, of Claremont, in 1774 ; and the second, Dr. Saniuel Wood, of 
Boacawen, in 1781." Like Harvard, origitiaJly, Dartmouth was ied- 
icaXed to " Christ and his CAurcA," and as our churches are more 
immediately dependent upon its character and influence for pastors 
who shall succeed us, than upon any other college, let our affections, 
our sympathies, and our prayers cluster around it. Let our supplica- 
tions ascend to the great Head of the Church, that the spirit of holi- 
ness may be shed upon it, and that our young men may come forth 
clad in the armor of learning, of truth, and of piely, tobe valiant lead- 
ers of the Lord's hosts. 

In what may appropriately be termed the Theological Educalion 
of our ministers, a great change, and, no doubt, improvement, has 
taken place within the last 40 ye-ars. The old rule is said to have 
been, "five years from the Latin grammar to the pulpit." Students 
in coHege, designing to enter tlie ministry, devoted much of the 
senior year especially to reading books on divinity. Finishing their 
college course, they usually " read divinity," as the phrase was, with 
some pastor whose reputation for learning and usefulness had at- 
tracted attention ; devoting a year, more or less, to that purpose. 
Hence schools of the prophets rose in different places. Backus, of 
Somers; Emmons, of Franklin, and Burton, of Thetford, were dis- 
tinguished teachers. Among New-Himpshire pastors who more or 
less had divinity students, were Langdon, of Portsmouth, nine years 
President of Harvard College, and afterwards settled at Hamplon- 
Falis; McClintock, of Greenland; Thayer, of Kingston ; Smith, of 
Gilmanton; Wood, of Bosoawen ; Harris, of Dunbarlon, and Pay- 
son, of Rindge, Residing in the family of their teacher ; conversing 
freely on the various subjects of doctrinal and practical divntity; ob- 
serving his practice in parochial duties, they had some advantages 
never realized in public institutions. Since the establishment of the 
Theological Seminary at Andover, in 1808, a respectable portion of 
our ministers have there been educated. Others at Princeton, Ban- 
gor, Gilmanton, New-Haven, and New-York. No doubt the instruc- 
tion in these Seminaries, with the advantage of valuable and exten- 
sive libraries, is more systematic, thorough, and comprehensive, than 
our fathers enjoyed. Still, it is just to inquire, whether, considering 
the great advances made in popular education, we are, in relation to 
* Rev. Sj-lvnnu! Ripley wiia Buttled over the Coll. thurcii, 177S. 
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the mass of the people, better qiialified for our work, than were those* 
who have preceded us ? If not, shall we not be adjudged unworthy 
of the line of our descent, and be subject both to the rebuke of the 
fathers and the reproach of those that shall come after us ? 

III. In the third place, let me call your attention to some statistics 
respecting the permanence in office^ and the age of ministers, of for- 
mer periods, and the present,* 

Our statistics, then, are as follows : The average period of office of 
71 minislers, settled previous to 1748, was 21.4 years. The average 
age of 60 of them, at the time of death, 63.4 years. The average 
office of 180 ministers, in the next 50 years, that is, from 1748 to 
1798, w^as 20.3 years ; and the age at death of 150 of the above was 
64.6. But within the present century, or 30 years from 1798, the 
average period of office of 142 who have been dismissed or died, is 
only 13.2, and the age of 37 who have died, 54.3. While in the last 
20 years, the pastorate of 104 who have been dismissed or died, i» 
only 4 years and two-tenths, and the average of all now in office is a 
fraction less than 10 years ; or, more concisely, at different periods : 

(1.) Office of 71, before 1748, 21 years; 

age *• 60 at decease, 63 ** 

(2.) office of 180, next 50 years, 20 ** 

age " 150 ** '* 64 ♦* 

(3.) office of 142, next thirty years, 13 

age <♦ 37 " " 54 

(4.) office of 104y next twenty years, 4 

average of all now in office 10^' 

We startle at this scale of our degeneracy ! We review our data 
and figures, but can find no error. The average age of pastors of 
the present generation is ten years less than that of the fathers, and 
their term of office but a little more than half as long ! 

Do we, then, inquire into the causes of this difference ? 1. It 
should, then, first be understood that in the beginning the settlement 
of a pastor was regarded as a settlement for life. Hence, in the laying 
out of towns by the Gen. Court of Massachusetts, and by the succes- 
sive Governors of the province of New-Hampshire, one lot was usu- 
ally laid off for a parsonage, and one for the first settled, minister. 
The latter became, of right, the property of the first minister, and 
he owned and improved it accordingly, much to the benefit of his 

* Note E. 
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igeneral health and physical energy. But besides, a salary waB stip- 
ulaled by the town, varying from ^50 to ^100, which was usually 
paid partly in labor acid proviaiona, and partly in money. Unless, 
therefore, unforeseen causes occurred to create dissatisfaction, either 
in the pastor or people, they lived togeiher " till death did them part." 
After the first ministers of the several towns had passed away, the 
parsonages still remained to aid in the support of their successors ; 
and hence, with the income from the parsonage, of wood, pasture, 
and more or less produce, to which the salary was added, ministers 
having a comfortable subsistence usually abode among their own 
people through a whole generation. But an, in process of time, 
other denominations arose, claiming an interest in ihe parsonage 
lands, this source of permanence was cut off.* The laiids were 
either sold or rented, and the interest divided among the several sects. 
2. The example and influence of ministers of other denominations, 
opposed strongly in interest and feeling to whit, by way of reproach, 
was called " the standing order," and whose policy was change rather 
than permanence. 3. The increase of feeble churches, which could 
not ensure sufficient support to a pastor for any considerable time, — 
the law of self-preservation, as well as desire for greater usefulness, 
operating on the pastors to induce removal. f 4. A change in the 
manners and habits of society generally, which pays less respect to 
age, ofRce, and authority of every kind ; and, 5, The want, in some 
cases, of that liberal and complete education which places ministers 
on an equality of standing and influence with educated men in other 
professions, and enables ihem to feed the people with understanding 
and knowledge ; a want, which when discovered by the more dis- 
cerning, and by the majority of a people, no other qualities can 
supply. 

It should, however, be further staled, to the praise of divine good- 
ness, that of paslofs now living, the venerable Laban Ainsworth, of 
Jaffrey, the oldest graduate of Dartmouth College now in the minis- 

•I enter into no discnssion of llie equity or legality of this claim; but refer to 
it BJmplj Bs a fact affi;cting Che pernianence, and aiso b^ of minislers. For, bo 
long aa thej improved the poreonage, the; not only had means of Bubsistenee ; but 
labor and exercise, cooneeled with studv, greatly condu<:ed to lieallh and phyHical 
vigor. Ucnce iheir patriarcbal age. ^or ean tticre be a doubt, in my judgment, 
flial one principal canse of the comparatively feeble health and short hvea of min. 
istora now, is ta be found in i)ie want of physical labor and active exercise, rather 
Ihan in the incjeaac of stady and pastoral dnty. 

tit will appear, on examioatian, that a great portion of dismissioni is from the 
EKble charcnn, and for want of ndeqnata support. 
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try, has sustained the office 66 years ; and Rev. Ebenezer Hill, of 
Mason, 58 ; both surviving, I believe, one or two colleagues. Six, now 
in active and useful service, have been 40 years and upwards in office, 
— the oldest 47.* And in respect, both of office and longevity, we 
believe New-Hampshire ministers will not suffer in comparison with 
those of any other State. Of deceased pastors we have the names 
of 21, whose average office over the same church was 55 and a half 
years, and average age 82.t The oldest in office, Joseph Adams, of 
Newington, was pastor of the same church 68 years, and died at the 
age of 94. The ** ancient" Stephen Bachilor, of Hampton, died at 
the age of about 100. The venerable Paine Wingate, who died at 
Stratham, aged 99, was once pastor of the church at Hampton-Falls. 
Dr. Porter, of Conway, ** who worked by day, and wrote his sermons 
by the light of pitch wood at night," sustained the pastoral relation 
58 years, and died at 92. Besides the above, we have the names of 
19 whose average office was over 45 years, and age 73 and a half J 

IV. Let us proceed to an inquiry into the doctrinal views and 
usages which have prevailed among the Ministers of this State. 

As to the first ministers settled in Hampton, Exeter, and Dover, 
they were of the strict Puritan school. A suspicion has indeed at- 
tached to Whelewright, of Exeter, on account of his banishment from 
Massachusetts ; but an impartial judgment will correct that prejudice. 
He was a brother of the famous Ann Hutchinson, whose Antinomian 
opinions and zeal gave her notoriety. Perhaps for a time he was some- 
what tinctured with her sentiments and spirit, and once preached in 
a manner that gave offence. But, a few years after his banishment 
from Massachusetts, upon a slight acknowledgment he was restored 
to the freedom of the colony, and succeeded Mr. Dalton in the min- 
istry at Hampton. Cotton Mather says, ** he was a man that had the 
root of the matter in him," — *' a gentleman of the most unspotted 
morals imaginable — a man of a most unblemished reputation," and 
** for 40 years, (after his restoration,) was a valued servant of the 
church." Rev. John Cotton, of Boston, himself said, " I do coo- 

* Rev. Jonathan French, 
" Isaac Robinson, D. D., 
" Enos Gteoree, 
" Abraham Bodwell, 
" Abraham Bamham, 
" John M. Whiton, D. D., 

tNote/'. fSoteG. 
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ceive and profess, that our brother Whelewright's doctrine is accord- 
ing to God in the points controverted." The very sermon of Whele- 
wright which gave offence in 1636, is still preserved in Mss., of 
which the late Judge Smith, of Exeter, who had read it, said, "the 
charge of sedition for preaching it was wholly groundless — there was 
not the least color for it "* ; and even the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts, in 1654, declared "that Mr. Whelewright hath for these 
many years approved himself a sound, orthodox, and profitable min- 
ister of the gospel. "t 

The Rev. Seaborn Cotton was of the full Puritan blood, and in 
sentiment with his venerable father ; who said, by way of excuse for 
his own nocturnal studies, " that he loved to sweeten his mouth with 
a piece of Calvin before he went to sleep"J ; and of the son, Cotton 
Mather said, " that none of the lately revived heresies were more 
abominable to him than those of his namesake Pelagius^ 

Rev. Joshua Moody, of Portsmouth, was " exemplarily zealous for 
a scriptural purity in the worship of our Lord Jesus Christ" ; and 
rather than yield to the mandate of the tyrannical Cranfield, requir- 
ing at his hands the sacrament of the supper, according to the forms 
of the church of England, he submitted to a six months' imprison- 
ment. He is said to have written 4000 sermons. The fervor of his 
spirit and the purity of his doctrine procured him the honorary title 
of ** angelical doctor J*^ Mather says of his death : ** Since the ora- 
cles of heaven have, with a most significant admonition, allowed a 
well served church to call its pastor by the name of its angel, we 
may now say, the angel of the church of Portsmouth has newl^ taken 
wing! Yea, not the least of the angelical chariots and horsemen 
of New England have departed from us in the withdrawing of one, 
afler whom that bereaved church is crying. My Father, my Father !"|| 

The ministers that composed the Convention in 1747, at their first 
meeting agreed and resolved, 'Uo take particular notice of several 
doctrinal errors which have discovered themselves of late in several 
places, among some persons who would seem zealous of religion, such 
as, 1. ''That saving faith is nothing but a persuasion that Christ 
died for me in particular. 2. That morality is not of the essence of 
Christianity. 3. That God sees no sin in his children. 4. That be- 

* See Notes on Ministers in Rock. Co., by Key. Jon. French; N. £. Gren. & His* 
Beg., Ap., 1847. 

t Among the descendants of Mr. Whelewright, is the Key. Rofns Whelewright 
Clarke, now pastor of the North Chnrch in Portsmonth. 

t Mather's Mag., B. 7, p. 443. (I Magna!., B. 4, p. 105-6. 
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lievers are justified from eternity. 5. That no unconverted person 
can understand the meaning of the scriptures. 6. That sanctificsr 
tion is no evidence of justification."* These errors, it is manifest, 
are Antinomian. At a subsequent meeting of the Convention, four 
members dissented from the specification, partly *• because, in their 
opinion, Arminian and other pernicious errors prevailed as much as 
Antinomian, and ought equally to be taken notice of." 

It is hence manifest that there was some acknowledged standard 
of doctrine, different both from Antinomianism^ which the Conven- 
tion resolved to oppose ; and also Arminianism^ which the dis- 
senting brethren supposed to exist. If we inquire what that stand- 
ard was, we answer, in general. That the fathers in the New-Hamp- 
shire ministry perfectly agreed in sentiment with those of Massachu- 
setts. Acknowledging the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures 
in all matters of faith and practice, they yet adopted, as expressing 
their views of Scripture, the standard confessions of faith which were 
then in general use. The first, and most perfect of these, was that 
of the Westminster Assembly of 1643, the substance of which is 
embodied in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism. Of this Confession, 
the synod at Cambridge, 164S, that agreed upon the Platform of 
Church Discipline, said, ** Having perused and considered, with 
much gladness of heart and thankfulness to God, the Confession of 
Faith published by the late General Assembly in England, we do 
judge it to be very holy, orthodox, and judicious in all matters of 
faith." Of this Confession it has been truly said, that, "had ^^erj 
minister in Massachusetts been active in forming it, it would not 
have been more generally received. Almost a century afler, it was 
necessary for every candidate to declare his belief in the doctrines of 
Christianity as here explained, before any church would accept him 
for their minister." But as this Confession of Faith, though univer- 
flally assented to as *' holy, orthodox and judicious," had not been 
puhliely and formally adopted in this country, and as there was no 
other acknowledged standard, a synod of ministers and delegates 
convened in Boston, May, 1680, which agreed upon and adopted a 
Confession of Faith, — the same, with some slight variations, as was 
originally adopted by the Congregational churches in England, at 
the Savoy, in 1658 — both which were based upon, and agreed with, 
the Westminster Assembly's Confession. The Confession of 1680, 

*Rec of Con., 1747. 



and the Platform of Discipline adopted in 1648, were publislied by 
authority of the General Court of Maaaachusets, " for the benefit of 
the churches in present and after times,"* The articles which com- 
pose this Confession of Faith are ihirty-two in number, embracing 
all the doctrines which have ever distinguished Calvinists from Ar- 
miniass. 

The question may now he asked, Whether, in any respect, and to 
what extent, this faith of the New-England churches has been de- 
parted from by the ministers of New-Hampshire? 

1, Our first and general answer to this inqiiiry is, that from a very 
early period certain causes began lo operate in New-England to pro- 
duce religious declension. These, summarily, were, 1, the adoption 
of the rule that none but church members should have the privileges 
of freemen, and be allowed to vote— a rule which operated on the 
one hand to produce dissembling and hypocrisy, in order to gain ad- 
mission to the church; and, on the other, induced ministers and 
churches to lower the terms of communion, by way of compromise. 
2. Hence, secondly, the introduction of the Aalf-wag covenant, by a 
synod in IG62, by virtue of which persons were allowed admissioni 
to the churches for the baptism of their children, without coming to 
the sacrament of the supper. 3. Regarding the Lord's Supper as a 
means of grace to the unregenerate — a sentiment introduced and 
advocated by Stoddard, of Northampton, Ms., in 1680, and embraced 
by a portion of New-England miikistera and churches.f Under the- 
influence of such causes, the primitive spirit and power of religion- 
very sensibly declined. The probability is that many became mem- 
bers of churches who were never truly converted. Under the half- 
way covenant, hundreds gained baptism for their children, while but 
fen were admitted to full communion. In Concord, during the long 
ministry of Rev, Mr. Walker, 52 years, from 1730 to 1782, but 95 
are known to have been admitted to full communion, while a great 
part of the children are supposed to have been baptized. Rev. 
Woodbridge Odiin, of Exeter, settled in 1743, during a ministry of 
32 years baptized 1276, and adraitied only 36persons tothe church ; 
and Rev. Mr. Mansfield, who succeeded Mr. Odlin, baptized 243> 
and admitted 12 lo the church.f 

♦ See Cambridge Platform. 

tSee Spirit oAhe PLlgrims, vol.2,lB29; and Dr. Wisncr'a Centennial Ser- 
mons, Old South Ch., Boston. 

t See Notes on ch. in Exeter, bj Rev. Jona. French, Hist, and Gen. Register, 
April, 1847. 
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With the exception of Rev. John Pike, of Dover, who never 
adopted the practice, probably all the ministers in New-Hampshire, 
from 1 700 to 1748, and for several years afterwards, practised on the 
half-way covenant.* 

Such was the state of the ministry and the churches, when the 
great revival commenced about 1740. Then Whitefield went through 
the colonies, sounding aloud the gospel trumpet, denouncing those 
who were at ease in Zion, and thundering the terrors of the Lord in 
the ears of the impenitent. 

Great reformations followed. But in regard to the character of 
the work, ministers in New-Hampshire, as well as throughout New- 
England, were divided. Some favored ; some opposed. To '* the 
Testimony of an assembly of pastors of churches in New-England, at 
Boston, 7th July, 1743," expressing their belief ** that there had been 
a happy and remarkable revival of religion in many parts of the land 
through an uncommon divine injluence^f the following names of New- 
Hampshire pastors are appended, viz : 

Ward Cotton, A. M., of the 1st church in Hampton 

Joseph Adams, A. M., of Newingion 

James Pike, A. M., of . . . . % . . Somers worth 

Amos Main, A. M., of Rochester 

Joshua Tufts, A. M., of Litchfield 

To which, by letters, were afterwards added, 

Wm. Shurtleff, of the 2d church in . . Portsmouth ; 
John Tucke, of . . . Gosport, on the Isle of Shoals ; 
David McGregore, of Presbyterian church, Londonderry ; 
John Blunt, of New-Castle. 

Connected with this great revival was the controversy respecting 
Arminianism. Those who stood aloof, or who opposed the revival, 
were charged, by the promoters and subjects of this work, with being 
Arminians ; while the latter, offended at the excitement and irregu- 
larities that prevailed, accused the former of Antinomianism and fa- 
naticism. In the '* advice" which accompanied the testimony of the 
forementioned Assembly, they *' beseech, in the bowels of Jesus, such 
as have been partakers of the work, or are zealous to promote it, that 
they watch and pray against errors and misconduct of every kind, 
particularly that, to avoid Arminianism, they do not verge to the op- 
posite side, of Antinomianism ; while we would have others take 

* Note H. t See Prince's Church History, July and August, 1743. 



good heed to themseives lest ihey be led into or fixed in Arminian 
tenets, under the pretence of opposing Antinomian errora."* 

In exnct accordance with thja, Mr. Walker, of Concord, who did 
not favor the revival, said, in a sermon, 1743, " they call the clergy 
of this day, in an undistinguishing manner, Armimans, which charge 
e to be no further true, than that we are not bo afraid of 
:o run into Anlinoraianism, in order to keep at a 
greater distance from it."+ 

The truth probably is, that the accusations and recriminations on 
both sides were made on very inadequate grounds. " For my own 
pan," said Mr. McGregorc, in the letter accompanying hia testimony, 
" for my own part I have seen little or no appearance of the growth 
of Antinomian errors, or any thiug visionary or enthusiastick, either 
in mine own congregation or among the people in the neighborhood 
where I lite. Indeed, if asserting juBtification by faith aione, and 
denying it by the law, as a covenant of works, while the eternal ob- 
ligation of the law, as a rule of life, is strongly maintained in prac- 
tice as well as profession ; — if this, I say, be Antinomian doctrine, 
ihen we have a great growth of A nlinomianism. Again, if asserting 
the necessity of supernatural influence or divine energy in conver- 
sion, or the reality of the immediate whnessing and sealing of the 
spirit, be cnlUusiasm, then we have a remarkable spread of enthusi- 
asm ; and in these senses, may Antinomianism and enthusiasm grow 
more and more, till they overspread the whole land."t 

It further deserves special note, that the class of ministers who 
were charged with being Arminiajis, claimed to be moderate Calvin- 
isls.W And at the very time they were so charged, they adqtted, 
and had in constant use, the Assembly's Shorter Catechism in their 
ramilies, schools and congregations. The " front of their offending" 
was, they left out, in preaching, the distinctive doctrines of the Cal- 
vinistic system ; dwelt chieHy on moral and practical duties ; were 
not zealous for the conversion of sinners, and in their preaching and 
devotional services lacked that unction and fervor which distinguished 
the advocates, promoters, and subjects of the great revival. 

It should also be noted, that among the pastors of the State there 
were also within this period, strong men of other views. Emerson, 

•See-Teatimony and Advice," Prince's Church HisWry, July B3, 1 743. 
IPrinWd Sennon, 1743. JPriace's Hist, p. 135. 

ySuch were Walker, of Conmrdi Fl^agg, of Cheater; Haven, of Portsmonth; 
Kelly, of Wanier, anJ othen. 
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ofHoUis; Farrar, of New-Ipswich ; Dr. Langdon, of Hampton-Falls ; 
Daniel Rogers, of the 2d church in Exeter ; and Nathan Ward, of 
Plymouth, — the two latter heing converts under Whitefield :* — also. 
Dr. Porter, of Conway ; Smith, of Gilmanton ; Stearns, of Epping, 
and Thayer, of Kingston, were of the strict Calvinistic faith, and 
efirnest in preaching the doctrines. The name of Wheelocky the 
YeneraUe President of Dartmouth College, was also, after he came 
into the State, a tower of strength for the orthodox.t 

On other points of christian doctrine there was at this period an 
almost universal agreement. Before a council, convened at Ken- 
mngton, Jan., 1789, of which Rev. Dr. McClintock was moderator. 
Re?. Mr. Fogg was accused, hy members of his church, of having 
said ** that Christ was no more than a mere man — that he suJQ^red 
und died only for himself, and that we are justified by works, — mean- 
ing, before God." The charge was sustained, and the council voted 
unanimously y ** That these terms directly and unequivocally express 
sentiments which this council esteem dishonorable to God, subver- 
sive of the Gospel of Christ, and dangerous to the souls of men : 
that his saying Christ was no more than a mere man, and that he 
died for himself only, is expressive of tenets which in oar view de- 
stroy the only foundation of the christian's hope of eternal life ; and 
that the connexion in which he asserted that we are justified by 
works, gave too much ground to conclude that he meant to explode 
the important doctrine, commonly received in these churches, of 
juatification through the atonement of Christ "| 

* At the faneral of Mr. Whitefield, at Newburyport, in 1770, Bev. Daniel Rog- 
ersi of Exeter, was one of the pall-bearera. " When the coq)6e was placed at the 
^ foot of the pulpit, close to the vault, the Bev. Mr. Rogers made a very affecting 
prayer, and openly confessed that, under God, he owed his conversion to that man 
of God whose precious remains now lay before them. Then he cried ont, O, my 
father ! my father ! Then he stopped and wept, as though his heart would break ; 
and the people weeping all througn the place. Then he recovered, and finished 
his prayer and sat down and wept.''^— ZV. GiUies^ Mem. of WhUefidd. 

Rev. Nathan Ward, first minister of Plymouth, " had not the advantage of a pub- 
He education ;'^ut being brought to the knowledge and love of the truth through the 
instrumentality of that faithful evangelist, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, he gave him* 
self up to the study of divinity, and was settled in Plymouth in 1765. The im- 
portant doctrines of the gospel lay with peculiar weight upon his heart He felt 
the great need of closely adhering to them himself, and was of course led earnestly 
to enforce them upon others." [Concord Obs., July 28, 1821.1 He was the father 
of the venerable Jonathan Ward, long known among our churches for his advo- 
cacy and defence of the doctrines of grace. 

t The Arminian controversy did not ceaae with the Great Revival, but extended 
till 1780, and afterwards. 

t Eccles. Hist., in Farmer & Moore's Hist. Coll., Nov, 1823, p. 332. 



3. But Another generalion of pastors soon succeeded, of which 
Dr. Siimuel Wood, of Bnscawen ; Payson, of Rindge ; Harris, of 
Uunbartot) ; Paige, of Hancock ; Morrison, of Londonderry ; Smith, 
of Hollis ; Remington, of Candia ; Bradford, of Franceslown, and 
Church,* of Pelham, were fit representatives. They met the crisis 
of the age. Their abundant labors in word and doctrine ; their zeal, 
prudence, and purity, arrested and turned back whatever tendency 
there was to Arminianism in the ministers and churches that pre- 
ceded. Sometimes they were reproached aa " new lights," but every 
where they diffused a new spirit. Revivals of great power suc- 
ceeded. The peculiar doctrines of grace were wrought into the 
hearts of numerous converts, and the churches were confirmed in 
tlie ancient faith- Not a single instance of defection from the Puri- 
tan and Calvinistic faith is known of a church, till subsequent to 
1810; and since that time, not more than fourt are known to have 
deviated from it. 

About this time Noah Worcester, then pastor of the church in 
Thornton, published his " Bible News," in which he advocated a 
sort of semi-Arian view of the person of Christ; maintaining that 
Jesus Christ is neither the self-esistent God, nor a self-existing per- 
son, but a being who properly derived his existence and nature from 
Uod— as a son from a father. This " Bible News" its author at- 
tempted to disseminate among the ministers and churches. He read 
the News to the Association of which he was a member, and corres- 
ponded ou the subject with the General Association,! — but in all 
New-Hampshire he found among the ministers but one disciple and 
advocate, and that one his brother,— the Rev. Thomas Worcester, 
of Salisbury, This brought the subject under discussion by the 
Hopkinlon Association of ministers, of which Rev. Thomas Wor< 
ceater was a member, in process of which there was a suspicion that 
Dr. Wood, of Bascaweu, whose praise was then and is now in all 
the churches, favored the views of Mr. Worcester.]] Being a neigh- 
bor and an intimate nssociate and friend of Rev, Mr. Worcester, Dr. 



laborers. 

t The churohea referred to, are tho adch. in Portsmouth, 1st eh. in Ciiarleatown, 
iBt church in Wilton, and let ch. in Dul)lin. A majoriti/ of the first oharclies in 
Fitiwilliam and Walpole, wlileh are now Unitarian^ seceded and consljnited or- 
IhodoK churches. 

t Sec Min. of noneral A^sorialion, I 8t2. 

IIBecords of Hopkinton AsMciatiaii, ISIl— IS13. Note H. 
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Wood's ieelitfga and sympathies seemed in a measure to be enlisted 
m his behalf. While the subject was under discussion, he was fre-' 
quendj absent from meetings of the Association, and sometimes 
i^ilent when an expression of opinion was called for ; but when, in a 
letter addressed to the Association, in 1814, by Mr. Worcester, he 
presumed to ckiim Dr. Wood as one with him in sentiment, then the 
l«Uer promptl>y and openly avowed his dissent, and disclaimed all 
fellowship with Mr. Worcester's opinions, or with Unitarian senti- 
ments. In this avowal he stood firm to the last, and retained the 
confidence of bi& brethren of the Association.* At a period of se^ 
vere sickness, in 1828, and anticipating that it might be his last sick- 
ness, he said to the Rev. Dr. Harris, ** I want you, my brother, to 
declare, as my dying sentiment, and let it never be disputed ader I 
am gone, that I am a firm believer in an Infinite Saviour^ I believe 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is really God and really man, — 'God, 
manifest in the flesh' ; that he has made a complete atonement for 
sin; that we are justified and saved by sovereign grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Aigain he said to another bro- 
tiier in the ministry, ** I expect the enemy will h^eafter claim my 
opinion in support of a popular error, imbibed by my former friend, 
though I never held with him. I was always opposed to Unitarian 
sentiment, as I understood it ; and I would now sincerely bear testi- 
mony to the Saviour's divinity — for it is all my hope and all my sal^ 
vation."t 

TIms, I believe, is the last even suspicion of essentia] error which 
has attached to any pastor while in our connexion. 

In regard to the state of religious doctrine at the present time, 
suffice it to say, as a matter of historical record, that when this Gen- 
eral Association, which now comprises 14 District Associations and 
about 180 Congregational and Presbyterian ministers, was organized 
ih 1809, the following was adopted as one of its fundamental prin- 
ciples, to wit: "It is ever to be understood that the system of scrip- 
tui'e doctrines contained in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism is the 
basis of our union in this General Association. Hence every Asso- 
ciation in this State receiving these doctrines as the christian faith,, 
is invited to unite in this body."|: And at the meeting of the Pas- 
toral Convention, in 1833, it was resolved, '* that this Convention 

* See Appendix, Note H. t Funeral Sermon, by Rev. Mr. Price.- 

i Kecords of Association, 1809. See Appendix, note J. 



shall be composed of the Congregational and Presbyterian ministers 
in this 9tate, who own or acknowledge tlie Asi^embly's Sliorter CaC- 
echiBm as containing essentially their views of christian doctrine."* 
United on this basis, it is presumed we are linrnionious in sentiment. 
At leaat throughout our entire body, there is no acknowledged, and 
so far as my information extends, no even suspected departure from 
that venerated standard of our fiithers. Possibly we may ditfer in 
our philosophy, and adopt different theories for the explanation of 
scriptural facts ; but atill the esseiitiaJ and fundamental doctrines of 
Scripture, embraced by our Puritan fathers, and recognized as the 
Calvinistic system, of which Jesus Christ is the foundation and top- 
stone, are also the doctrines of our faith. However different our 

name of an ancient artilicer, which was so inwronglit into a building 
that it could never be got out without destroying the building itself — 
these constitute their texture and substance, and impart to our 
preaching whatever of value il possesses in instructing, reforming, 
and saving the souls of men. 

Pardon me, brethren, for suggesting, that if we give le^s promi- 
nence to some of the doctrines on. which the fathers dwelt with fre- 
quency and great power, we should also, to meet the circumstances 
of our age, gave a wider scape and variety than tliey did to our dis- 
courses. Our idea of doctrines should comprehend all the great 
truths of revealed religion; and they should be proved by sound 
scripture interpretation, and then faithfully applied to the hearts and 
consciences of men. Perhaps the tendency of our times is to the 
practical, in distinction from the doctrinal. Both should be united. 
Let our preaching be evangelical, instructive, earnest, and then it 
will be equally removed from the reproach of Arminiantsm and An- 
linomianism, and will commend itself to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God. If ever we should so far compromise the truth, in 
order to avoid " the offence of the cross," as to leave out from our 
preaching any one important doctrine or duty, we shall thus prepare 
the way for our hearers to embrace the first heresy that shall come 
in as a substitute. In fair proportions and on lil occasions, let us 
declare the whole counsel of God. 

Brethren, I will ask your indulgence but a brief space longer : — 

* ReeorilB of Fttaloral Convention, 1833. 



22 

1. In the period under review some deviations* from the usages of 
the fathers have obtained. In the church of Hampton, the Rev. 
Stephen Bachilor was pastor , and the Rev. Timothy Dalton, teacher; 
a distinction and union now unknown in our churches. In some of 
the early churches were ruling elders, who had a seat assigned them 
between the deacons' seat and the pulpit ; — an office now unknown. 
Deacons were ordained to their office by the laying on of hands, as 
in the First Church at Portsmouth. -Ministers were always members 
of the churches of which they were pastors, and united under the 
same confession and covenant. 

In the formation of some of the early churches, a covenant only 
was adopted ; in others both confession of faith and covenant. Pas- 
tors at first preached their own ordination sermon, as Mr. Moody, of 
Portsmouth. 

The Assembly's Shorter Catechism was in universal use for a cen- 
tury and a half, in the instruction of children by pastors. On the 
other hand, it should be noted, that the unscriptural alliance of 
church and state is dissolved, and the *' half-way covenant" gone into 
total desuetude. 

The history of our ministers and churches shows that the churches 
have ever maintained their christian liberty ; acknowledging, indeed, 
the brotherhood of the churches, seeking and respecting the advice 
of mutual councils, as advisory bodies, and allowing also in certain 
cases ex parte councils, but holding the right of final action in all 
cases of discipline. From the first rise of Presbyterian churches in 
the State, Congregational and Presbyterian ministers, united in the 
same Associations, have acted in entire harmony. Of the baptishi 
of children, which, under the half-way covenant, was almost univer- 
sal, we are obliged to confess that at the present time there is in many 
of our churches a great neglect. 

2. Glance next at the progress which has been made in the various 
departments of ministerial labor and christian enterprize. Previous 
to 1800, no voluntary association is known to have existed in this 
State, in our denominations, for the spread of the Gospel. But after 
the Revolutionary war, when new settlements began to multiply in 
the central and western parts of the State, in Graflon, Strafford, and 
Coos counties, and in the neighboring States of Vermont and Maine, 

* The author regrets that he could not enlarge more on this topic. 



«he supply of the destitute in those regions engaged the atlenlion of 
the Convention of Ministers. In June, 1787, after conversing on 
the low state of religion, and ihe propriety of having the Gospel 
preached to the people in the new settlements — " Vuleil, That ihe 
Rer. Mr. Colliy, of Pembroke, be desired to leave his people four 
Sabbaths in the present season, for the above said purpose, and ihat 
the Convention supply his pulpit l&ree of said Sabbaths."* The fol- 
lowing year Rev. Mr. Peahody, of Atkinson, was reijuesled to leave 
hia people four Sabbaths, for the same purpose; the Convention agree- 
ing to supply his pulpit three. From this small beginning arose, in 
1801, the New-Hampshire Missionary Society,t which since its for- 
mation has received into iia treasury about $130,000, and extended 
aid to 105 feeble churches. In 1809, as the result of previous ar- 
rangements made by the Convention of Ministers, f this General As- 
sociation was organized at Concord, In the study of Rev. Dr. Mc- 
Farland, with eight members. In 1811 the New-Hampshire Bible 
Society was formed, which has since distributed in the Slate about 
101,000 Bibles and Testaments. In 1813, the Widows' Charitable 
Fund was inslitnted, at the suggestion of the now oldest aclive pastor 
of the State. In quick succession, associations were formed for 
spreading the glorious Gospel annong heathen nations; promoling 
public morals ; disseminating religious tracts; for the education of 
pious, indigent young men for the minislry, and for the institution 
and regulation of Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools — the lalter of 
which are coextensive with our denominations in the State. Patrons 
of literature and science, our pastors have from the beginning ever 
been foremost in the estalilishmeat of schools, academies, and higher 
seminaries of learning, || Conservators by office of the public peace, 
they have yet been pioneers in every enterprise which had in view 
the promotion of sound morals, good order, and evangelical piety. 
By the blessing of God on their labors, there have been within the 
last forty years a succession of those signal visitations of the Spirit 
which are appropriately termed Revivals of Religion. Between 1806 
and 12, 1816 and 20, 25 and 31, 37 and 40, scenes have been wit- 

* Recorda of Convention, 1787—1800. 

fBecorda of Convention, 1801-2. The plan of the N. H. MJB3. Rocietr was 
formed in iha study of the Ecv. Elhan Smith, then of Hopkinton. Mr. Smith, 
now residing with a son in Newark, N. J., and the Hon. David L. MoTTil, then 
pastor of ttic cbiirch in Goffstown, are the only BnrvivorB. 

} B«cords of CoDTentioD, 1S03— IBO». n Note I 
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nessed in some of our churches and societies like the revival days or 
Whitefield and Edwards, and in their blessed results like the fruit of 
the ancient Pentecost. In connexion with the meetings of the Gen- 
eral Association, and as the immediate effect of God's blessing on its 
exercises, there were revivals, in Derry, 1824; in Durham, 1826; 
in Rindge, 1827; in Newport, 1829; in Concord, 1831; and in 
Plymouth, 1835. Brethren, is the spirit of the Lord departed ? Is 
his mercy clean gone forever? Let us inquire why has he so long 
forsaken us ? Let us hear his voice, *' Return unto me, O backslid- 
ing Israel, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord." 

Finally, brethren, we inquire, "The fathers, where are they? 
The prophets, do they live forever ?" " We may now write upon the 
fathers of the New-Hampshire ministry the epitaph, which an apostle 
hath left upon the priests of the Old Testament : * These were not 
suiTered to continue by reason of death.' Happy could we add the 
clause which he hath left upon the patriarchs of that Testament, 
* These all died in faith.' " 

Of 686, who from the first have filled the office of pastors in our 
churches, but about 150 now live. All settled previous to 1780 are 
starred on the register of their names. Of those settled between 
1780 and 1800, we can find but eight among the living, and not one 
of them in the active duties of the ministry. But though dead they 
yet speak. Some of them experienced great trials and hardships for 
Christ's sake,-— enduring perils in the wilderness and perils among 
savages : But they were strong in faith, constant in labors, endur- 
ing unto the end. Never, probably, has there existed, through a 
period of more than two centuries, a succession of one class of min- 
isters, more united in sentiment, more harmonious in practice, more 
consistent in example, more free from ambition and envy, and the 
strife of controversy, more self-denying, more useful as citizens, and 
more respected in their several fields of labor, than the Congrega- 
tional and Presbyterian ministers of New-Hampshire. A few, in- 
deed, though very few, have proved themselves unworthy of their 
calling and office. Some have renounced their first faith, but the 
great body of them have stood firm amid changes, and were found 
faithful unto death. Shall we venture to approach their closing 
scene ! If 

" The chamber where the good man 
Meets his fate, is privileged 
Beyond th' common vnuka of liie ; 
Quite on the veige of heaven**— 
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much more is tliat in which the good minister of Christ closes his 
life of labor, and thence departs lo meet his reward. Of all the 
pastors ol New-Hampshire churches who have died, we never have 
heard of one who, in prospect of death and in review of his labors, 
either renounced the doctrines of his faith, or lamented his efforts l& 
extend them, and to save the soula of men. Talte examples from 
different periods; When the angelical Moodt, of Portsmouth, was 
near to death, he signified, in few words, to a minister that visited 
him, " that he was rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God— that 
he was longing to go to the precious Christ, whom he had chosen 
and served, and that the Spirit of Christ had comfortably taken awaj 
from him the fear of death."* The Rev. David McGregore, of 
the second Church in Londonderry, during his last sickness " was 
calm and serene. His faith in that Saviour whom he had from 
time to time so fully exhibited in all his offices, was now his never 
failing support. To one of his eiders who visited him shortly before 
his death, he observed, referring to Christ, 'lam now going to see 
him as he is.' And to his brethren he repeatedly bore testimony to 
the truth and importance of those doctrines which for more than 
forty years had been the subject of his preaching, and which are 
termed, by way of distinction, the doctrines of grace."'f Dr. Mac- 
Clintock, of Greenland, the day before he died said "that his en- 
lire dependence and hope was upon that Gospel which he had 
preached to others." He left a written epitaph to be engraven on 
his tomb-stone. t "His body rests here in the certain hope of a 
resurrection to life and immortality, when Christ shall appear a se- 
cond time, to destroy the last enemy, death, and to consummate the 
great design of his mediaioriid kingdom." Rev. Samuel Hidden, 
of Tamworth, whose heart was a well-spring of emotion, and his eyes 
a fountain of tears, and whose prayers were strong cryings unto 
God ; in his last sickness, rejoicing in the hope of soon being with 
his Saviour, triumphantly exclaimed, "Just draw back the vail, and I 
sm there !" then sung — 
I " Acgele ! roll the rock away ; 

Death ! yield op the mighty pre; 111 
The venerable Dr. Harris, of Dunbarton, a week before bia death 
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waa asked, '' How do you now view those great doctrines which yon 
so abundantly preached during yonr ministry?" He replied, " they 
are my life and sou!. I give my dying testimony to their excellence."* 
Again, he said, " I have preachett ahout God, I have read about God, 
and 1 have thought about God, and now I wani to see him ; I am not 
afraid of God. I do not wish to hide myself from him,"+ The day 
before his death, when scarcely able to speak aloud, he looked hia 
wife in the face, and said, " Freedom, freedom!" Do you mean, 
said she, freedom from pain? " And from sin," he rejoined. The 
opoalolic Dr. Chubch, of Pelham, as remarkable for his humility as 
for his untiring and zealous labors, .and for his faith in the doctrines 
of grace, had an interview the day before he died with Dr. Woods, 
of Andover. " lie requested me," says the latter, " to preach at his 
funeral. Then taking his Bible, which he had by hia pillow, and 
with his feeble hand holding it oat to me, and pointing to the text, 
2 Tim. 1 : 18, ' The Lord grant unto Kim, that he may find mercy 
of the Lord in that day,' he said, I wish you to preach from that 
text: What I wish you particularly to show, is, that the salvation of 
ministers, as well as of others, depends on the sovereign mercy of 
God, and that it is infinitely important that we obtain that mercy now 
and hereafter \" In the whole of that interview he showed thai the 
doctrine of salvation by the free mercy and grace of God, throogh 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, was ihe ground of hia hope and 
the spring of his consolation on his dying bed. "J The modest, re- 
tiring, humble and beloved brother FARNSwoRTn, first of Raymond, 
then of Hillsborough Bridge, being told in his last sickness (hat there 
was but little if any prospect of his recovery, raising his hands and 
eyes to heaven, said, " The will of the Lord be done." Inquiring 
of a neighboring minister who visited him, the religious state of the 
churches in the vicinity, he said. Brother, 

" Mj boqI can prHj- for Zion still, 

While life and slrenglh remain." 
After a short interval, clasping his hands, he exclaimed, ''O myGod! 
how sweet is the employment of heaven ! Blessing and honor, and 
glory and power be unto him that siiteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb forever and ever !" Again, " Oh my soul ! when wilt thou 
be at rest ! Come ! blessed Savionr ! O that I had wings I Oh thai 

* Funeral Sermon, by Kev. Jolia M. Palnsm, of Dunhartoa. 
t FBoeral Sermon, by Rev. A. Bnmhaia, of Pembroke. 
t ■" "by Dr. Woola, of Andover. 
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I could fly to his arms !*' Again, ** what views have I had of glory ! 
such as I never had before. I have been swimming, yes, I have been 
swimming in an ocean of bliss." The minister who officiated for 
his people on the Sabbath of his death, inquired if he had any mes- 
sage to deliver to his people, — ** Yes," was his reply, " I have a mes- 
sage for my dear people : Tell them my last message to them is this : 
That they receive with meekness the ingrafted word, which is able 
to save their souls." In a few hours he expired. 

Fathers and brethren, I need add no more. May we be fdlowers 
of them who through faith and patience have inherited the prom- 
ises. We stand in the line of a worthy, useful, honored, and I may 
say divine succession. Be it ours to keep the unity of the spirit in 
the bonds of peace ; to adhere to the same doctrines of faith ; walk 
in the old paths ; serve God and our generation with all the talents 
intrusted to us ; at death, sustained by a well grounded hope of ac- 
<^eptance through the merits and righteousness of an Infinite Saviour, 
may we leave our testimony for the truth and excellence of his Gos^ 
pel, and in faith commit the future care of the churches to Him 
who hath promised to be with his ministers alway, ** even unto the 
end of the world." 

" So shall the bright snccession run, 
Throngh the last courses of the son ; 
While unborn churches, by their care, 
Shall rise and flourish, lai^ and fair." 
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NOTE A-PiGH 4. 
The Convenfion, when first formed, was called " The ConTention of MiniaWn 
in the FrOTince of New-Uampahire." la aauwd meetings were held in diSerant 
plains, egrceahlj Co invitation, till 1760, when, "taMng into eonsidemtion the de- 
sire of a number of gentlemen in Portanionth," it was voted auRnimoDsljr, "that 
the Convention of CongregalioDal Ministers shall for the futnre be held annnallj 
in said town," and " be called from henceforth bj the name ofTAe Comienlion of 



I Portammdh : only with this reserre, tbat said Convention n 

ly other place occaeionallv, as ministers orpaiishca may partic ^ 

request it." In IT74, "it was ihoncht best that the next Cunrenlion aha old not 



lyb. 



be puhlicW advertised^" and from that time till 1T8S we have no records of an- 
nual meeUngs. In June, 1786, the Convention met for the first time in Concord, 
at which meeting il was voted, " That in fntnre the Convention meet and attend 
their pnbKc service on the lirst Wednesday in Jure, at the place where the Gene- 
ra! Assembly are convened — the sapposed day immedialely preceding the Election 
Sermon." From that time till the present, tlie Convention has, with few excep- 
tions, been nminall}' held in Concord, on the tlrst Wednesdav in Jnne. In 1833, 
its name was changed to the " Pastoral Convention of New-Iiampshire." 



NOTE A A-PAQE 5. 






There were, in fact, eight settlements of ministers previous 


to 1670; one being 


settled in two different places, 


s follows: 




John Whelewright, 


(Eng-) settled in Escter, 


1638 




Stephen Bachilor, 


" Hampton, 


1638 




Timothy Dalton, 


" " Hampton 


1639 




Daniel Maad, 


Dover, 


1643 






Hampton, 


1647 




Samuel Dudley, 


" " Exeter, 


1650 




John Reyner, 


" Dover, 


1657 




Seaborn Cotton, (bon 


a on the ocean,] Hampton, 


1660. 




NOTE B— PiOK 5. 




The account of Mr. Moody 




being writlen bj himself, is so 






671. After many serious cndoavon, 


which fcad 
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been osed by the then minister of the place, since the Pastor of tho Church there, 
in pnblic, and by several of the inliahitanla in private, Ihe Lord, wiihont whose 
presence and blessing roan builds but in vain, was pleased at length to lay the 
Kmndalion of an house for himself in this place, of the beg^ning and progress 
whereof here follows a brief bnl true account. 

"In the winter of the foregoing year, viz., 1670, there were several meetings 
together, of tho minister with several of the inhahitanla, who were members of 
other congregations in the country, and by Providenro settled inhnbitanis in 
Portsmoum, to discourse and confer about that great wort and necessary dnty of 
entering into Chnrch felloivshin, that themselves might enjoy all the ordinances 
of the Lord's house, and their little ones also might he laid near God's altars, and 
brought up under the instruction snd discipline of his house. Nor could ihej, 
that were members of other churches, any longer satisfy themselves to live with- 
out the enjoyment of these edifying and strengthening ordinances, that their 
Bouls had, in some measure, fonnerly lasted the good of, though now for soma 

i'esrs been kept from. Others also, well affected to the work, professed their 
ongings after those fat and raarrowcd things in God's house, and their readiness 
10 join with them in helping to hnild, if thoy should be fonud tit for the samo- 

" Hereupon, several assembled in private, and sought the Lord by faating 
and prayer, that he would discover to us a right way, there being many fears and 
discouragements before us, for ourselves and our little ones; and we hope we 
may say he via entreated of us, as the event hath in some measure, blessed be 
his name, made manifest 

" There was a meeting appointed in a private house, wherein all that had given 
in their names for the work were to assemble, and to read eax:h to the other a rea- 
son of the hope that was in them, by giving account of their knowledge and ex- 
perience, that so they might be satisfied one in another, and he capable of joining 
together as members of the same body. Several days were spent in this exer- 
cise, to the mutual refreshing and endearing of the speaker, and the awakening 
and warning of others of the neighbors, (hat were, as they had liberty to be, pre- 

" Id dnc, there was another meeting to enquire whether nil that had made rela' 
tions wei-e so satisfied, one in another, as to their relations and conversations, aa 
that they could with freedom of spirit join in a body together, and unite in the 
same society, according to the rules of Christ. What grounds of scruples lay 
upon the spirits of any, with reference to one or other of the fore-mentioned 
company, was lovingly and plainly propounded, and satisfaction was ingennonsly 
tendered on the one party and accepted by the other. Forthennore, wo did dis- 
course of and discover onr apprehensions and persaasiona concerning the order 
and discipline of tho bouse of God. And there was a nuanimons consent unto 
what had been publicly delivered in many sermons in the latter end of the year 
16T0, and the b^inning of the year 1671, from Ezekiel 43 : 10, 11, 12, about the 
laws, ordinances and forms of the house, with the goings oat theretif, and the 
comings in thereof. Of such high concernment did and do we account it to be 
for the peace end edification of me whole, that both pastor and people shonltl in 
these matters, at least for the substance, and as near as may be in mere circom- 
Btantials also, speak tho same things. 

" Hereupon, there were some appointed to acquaint the dvil authority, accord- 
ing to tho law of the cotratry, with what was Ihonght on among us, that by the 
good hking and encouragement of the same we might make an orderly and com- 
fortahle procednre in the work before ua. Which being done, several churches 

were sent to, and entreated to send their elders and messengers upon the 

which was appointed for the gathering of the church and ordmation of the offi- 
cers therein. The Church of Cambridge was sent to, because tho pastor did be- 
long to that church. They brought his dismission. Also the Church at Ipswich, 
Howley and Hampton. They met accordingly, and Glovemor LevereW came 
also, and several magistrates with him. For no church could settle a minister 
without the approbation of the governor and rulers. 

" He that was appointed pastor preached in the rooming out of Ezeklel 4S ult 
After sermon, some intermission waji made, and on their meeting again, tha paa- 
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tor, with »U those who were to bo bcginoBra of the new charob, mude their reln- 
IJoos, and those who were members of other churches httd their dismiaslona, aod 
&11 made their relatioiu. whether memben or non-Tneinlnrg, and they were ap- 
proved by the messengers of the ehurclics, and embodied into i Chnreh by an e^ 
plitit eovenatJl. [See Form of Cnmnnni htl/ne.\ Then the Pastor was ordained 
after the ananimoDS Yote of the Church for the choi<:e of him, and liberty givea 
to all the congTCRalion to object, if Ihey had anght to say. He was ordainM by 
several of the elders at the desire of the Churcli, — Mr. Cobbct giving him hu 
clarge, and Mr. WhelEivright the right band of fellowship. Then the pastor or- 
dained Saranel Boines, dcaron, witli imposilion of hand and prayer. A pBalm 
was sung, aod the congregation dismissed by the piistOT, with a prayer uid blcM- 



" We do this dav, solemnly and pnlilMy, in the presence of God and hia people, 
avouch the one only living and true God, FHtber, Son and Spirit, to be our God, 
and hia word, or revealed will, to be our rule: and do, with ourselves, g^vc up onr 
children to be the Lord'b. We do bJeo professedly and heartily subject oniselvea 
to Jesus Christ, as the Head of bis Church, aod do covenant and promise that we 
will snbraii onraelves to the government of Christ, in this particnlar Chureh, ac- 
cording to the laws of his honse : that we will watch over our brethren, and be 
watched over by them, according to rale; and that we will, in all things, so demean 
onrsetves towards onr pastor, and fellow members, as also towards all others, as 
becomes the Gospel : uiat the Lord may dwell among ns, and bless as, and we 
may be a peculiar people to his service and glory. And all this vre promise, by 
the help of Jesus Christ, and in his name, looking up to him for his aseistanoe, as 
being of onrselvea capable of doing nothing," 



NOTE C— PiOE 6. 
iniatert over 70 j«ars of age, tiotn living, who have rtsigned 

V. Josiab Carpenter, Chichester, 
Ethan Smith, Hopldnton, ( now in Newark, N. J 
John Keliey, Hampstead, 

Gad Howell, Nelson, 

Joaiah Prentice, Horthwood, 
Sylvester Dana, Orford, (now in Concord,} ■ 
David L. Morril, Goffslown, (now in Concord,) 
William Patrick, Canterbury, 
Ebenezer Price, Boscaweu West, 
David Sutherland, Bath, .... 
Samuel Harris,* Windham , ■ ■ ■ 
Roawell Shurtleff, D, D., Hanover, (College,) 
Nathaniel Wells, Dcerfielci, 
Humphrey Moore, Milford, 
Drury Fairbauk, Plymouth, (now Littleton,) 
•Died, 5th Sept., 1B4S. 



" It thall be of such as were in the ocbuiZ e: 



le of their ministry when they 
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„ , ta of hringing the |!;dspEi 

id of settliug clmrolioa hure accoriliDg to thn order of the gospel, 

1. Mr. Thomas Alien, of Chatlestowii ; 

2. Mr. John AUon. of llpiiham ; 

3. Mr. Arery, of Mitrblclii'aiJ ; 

4. Mr, Arlnm BloclLitLAD, of Slratford; 
6. Mr, RicLard Bliuman, of Gloccster; 

6. Mr, Bruc|y, of Urninford ; 

7, Mr. Edmund Brown, of Sudliurr; 
fl, Mr, Peter Buikly, of Contord ; 
9. Mr. Jonnthan Burr, of Dorchester; 

10. Mr, Charles Channccj, of Scitnate ; 

11. Mr. ThomnB Cobbet, of Lyn ; 
la, Mr. John Cotton, of Boston; 

13. Mr. Timolhj Dulton, of Harapton ; 

14. Mr, John Davenport, of Neir Haven ; 
16, Mr. Rii^hord Denton, of Stamford; 
16, Mr. Henry Dunntar, of Cambridge ; 
IT, Mr. Samuel Eaton, of Sew UaTca ; 

18. Mr. John Elliot, of Roxbary; 

19. Mr, John Fisk, of Chelmsford ; 

20. Mr. Henry rijnt, of Braintreoi 

ai. Mr. Fordham, of Sontbampton ; 

22. Mr. Grocn, of Rimdins; 

aa, Mr. John Harvarf, of Charles-town; 
24, Mr. BVancifl Higginson, of Salem ; 
S5. Mr, William Hooli, of New Haven; 
B6. Mr, ThomiM Hooker, of Hartford ; 

27. Mr, Peter Hobart, of Hingham; 

28. Mr, Ephraim Huet, of Wmdiot; 

29. Mr. Hull, of Ihfi Isle of Sholes; 

30. Mr. James, of Chatlestowo; 

31. Mr. Jones, of Fairfield; 

32. Mr. Knight, of TopBeoId ; 

33. Mr, Knowles, of Waterlowni 

34. Mr. LeTeriek,of Sundwieh; 

35. Mr, John I«:hrop, of Barnst^le; 

36. Mr, Richmd Molher, of Dorchester, 

37. Mr. Maud, of Dover; 

38. Mr. Maverick, of Dorchester; 

39. Mr. John Mayo, of Boston; 

40. Mr, John Millar, of YBrmouth ; 

41. Mr, Moxon,of Springfield; 

42. Mr. Samuel Newman, of Uehobotb; 

43. Mr. Norris, of Salem ; 

44. Mr, John Norton, of Boston ; 

45. Mr. James Hovee, of Newberry ; 

46. Mr. Thomas Parker, of Newbariy; 

47. Mr. Ralph Partridge, of Duxbory; 

48. Mr. Peek, of Hingham; 

49. Mr. Hugh PelejB, of Salem ; 
60. Mr. Thomas Pelen, of Saybrook ; 

51. Mr. George Phillips, of Waiertown; 

52. Mr. FhUlips,of Dodham; 

53. Mr. Abraham Ficrsons, of Sonthamoton; 
64. Mr, Pelcr Ptuddcn, of Millbrd ; 

55. Mr, K«yner. of Plvnmnlh ; 

5fi, Mr, Enekiel Bosen, of Itowly ; 

57, Iff. Nathaniel Bogers, of Ipnnch ; 

58. Mr. Saxton, of Si-iluale ; 
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I. Mr. Tbomaa Sbepord, of Cambridge ; 
t, Mr. ZacbaiT Bymms, of Cbarleslonn ; 

. Mr, Skeltoit, of Salem ; 

!. Mr- Ealph Smiih, of Plvmoulb; 

1. Mr. Smith, of Wei'hersfiold ; 

1. Mr. Samuel Stone, of Hanford ; 
i, Mr. Nitholas Street, of New Haven ; 
i. Mr. William Thompson, of Bnunlree ; 
', Mr. William Waltham, of Marblehead ; 
I. Mr. MathaoiEl %Vard, of Ipswich, and hia bo 

Mr. John Ward, of Harerhill ; 
I. Mr. John Warham, of Windsor; 

1. Mr. Weld, of Roxburj; 

I. Mr. Wheelwright, of Salisbary; 

1. Mr. Henry Whitfield, of Guilford j 
i. Mr. Samnei Whiljng, of Ljn; 
1, Mr. John Wilson, of Boston; 

i. Mr. Wilherel, of Scitnale; 

1. Mr. William Worcester, of Salisbury; 
'. Mr. Toung, of Souihhold," 

THB BECORD CI>ASaiB. 



be of ^oun^mAo^rs, whose education for their designed (nmistrj, not 
led, jet came over from England with their friends, and had iheir edn- 
ictcd in this country, before the College was come onto maturit; enough 
1^ laurels. 

1. Mr. Samuel Arnold, of MarshSeld; 

2. Mr. John Bishop, of Stamford ; 

3. Mr. Edward Bulkl)-, of Concord; 

4. Mr. Carter, of Wobnm ; 

fi. Mr. Francis Dean, of Andover ; 

6. Mr. JamcH Flti^h, of Norwich ; 

7. Mr. Hunford, of Norwalk ; 

8. Mr. John Ui^nson, of Salem ; 

9. Mr. Hough, of Reading; 

10 Mr. James, of Easl-Hamplon ; 

1 1. Mr. Roger Newton, of Milford ; 

1 2. Mr. John Shermnn, of Wntertown ; 

13. Mr, Thomas Thatcher, of Boston; 

14. Mr. John Woodbridge, of Hewbnrj." 



"It shall 
lishment of 
which then 



hurricanoed such 

Mr. James Allen, of Bcilon ; 
Mr. John Bailey, of Watertown ; 
Mr. Thomas &iily, of Watertown; 

Mr. Bamel, of New-London ; 

Mr. James Brown, of Swansey ; 
Mr. Thomas Gilbert, of Topsfield ; 
Mr. James Keith, of Bridgewater; 
Mr. Samuel Lee, of Bristol; 
Mr. Charlea Morton, of Charleetown 
Mi>. Charles Nicholit, of Salem ; 



over to Hew England after the reestab- 
ment io England, and the persecutioB, 
'Conformists ur*" *^"* .s..>.^ui,.,k^««. 




II, Mr. John Oxcnbridgc, of Boston ; 
la. Mr, Thomas Thomloti, of Yarmonlh ; 

13. Mr, ThoniHS Walley, of Bnrnelable; 

14, Mr. William Woodrop, of LonciifltEr," 



[Mather's Mag., B, HI, p. 219,] 
" The Miniiters and ChriBlians bj whom New-England was first planted were 
L chosen annpany of men ; picked onl of, perhaps, all the eonndes in Engtand,ani 
this by no huaian cOH/nVonce, bnt hj a, strange work of God apon tbe ijiirito of 






rilhoi 



; inspiriUK the 



o recede into a wilderness, thej knew not n^fn, and snifer in I^t wilderness, they 
knew Dot uAnt, It was a reasonable expression once nsed b; that eminent person, 
the present Lientenanl-Goyemor of New-Engiand, in averjgreat assembly, 'God 
sifted three nations, that he might bring choice grain into the wildemEss,' 

" The design of these refugees was. mat they might maintain the power of god- 
liness, and practice the evangelical worship M our Lord Jeans Christ, in all the 
parts of it, wilhont any Aunan innovations and impositions. I shall bat repeat 
the words once nsed in a sormon preached unto the General Conrt of Massochn- 
setts colony, at one of then: annirersary elections. The qnestion was often pot 
unto our predecessors, W/iat axal ve out iiiM the ipildemessloseef And tbe an- 
swer 10 it IS not only too excellent but also loo notnrioDs to be dissembled. Let 
all mankind know that we came into the wilderness because we would worship 
God, withoot that Emacopacy, that common-pmi/er, and those uiiwarmtitablc cere- 
monies, with which the land of our forefathers' sepulchres has been defiled; we 
came hither because we would have our posterity settled under the pure and full 
diipemaliotu of tbe Gospel, defended by rulers that should he of ourselves.'' 



1638—1648 
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NOTE F— PAOB 12. 

MINI8TEBS OYER 50 TSABS IN OFFICE, IN THE SAME OHUBCH. 



William Allen, 
Joseph Adams, 
Jonathan Cashing, 
James Pike, 
Timothy Walker, 
Samael Parsons, 
Ebenezer Flagg, 
Nathaniel Meinll, 
Jeremiah Fogg, 
Abner Bailey, 
William DaVidson, 
Daniel Emerson, 
Samuel Haven, d. d., 
Joseph Kidder, 
Abraham Wood, 
Nathaniel Porter, d. d 
Jeremiah Barnard, 
Samael Wood, d. d., 
Asa Piper, 
Hantii^ton Porter, 
Jacob Haven, 



Greenland, 
Newington, 
Dover, 
Somersworth, 
Concord, 
Rye, 
Chester, 
Hudson, 
Kensington, 
Salem, 
Londonderry, 
Hollis, 
Portsmouth, 
Dunstable, 
Chesterfield, 
.jConway, 
Amherst, 
Boscawen, 
Wakefield, 
Bye, 
Croydon, (about) 



53, 


84 age 


68, 


H 


52, 


79 


62, 


89 


52, 


77 


53, 


78 


60, 


92 


59, 


83 


62, 


77 


58, 


82 


51, 


77 


58, 


85 


54, 


79 


51, 


77 


51, 


75 


58, 


92 


55, 


84 


55, 


84 


50, 


78 


60, 


89 


66, 


81 



NOTE G— PAGE 12. 

MINISTEBS OYEB 40 TEABS IN OFFICE. 



John Odlin, 
John Moody, 
John Tucke, 
John Wilson, 
Daniel Wilkins, 
Samuel McClintock, d. 
Stephen Farrar, 
Thomas Fessenden, 
Sewall Goodridge, 
Isaiah Potter, 
Jacob Bumap, d. d., 
Stephen Peabody, 
Isaac Smith, 
Joseph Haven, 
Edward Sprague, 
Noah Miles, 
Ellas Fisher, 
Samuel Hidden, 
Walter Harris, d. d.. 



Exeter, 

New-Market, 

Gosport, 

Chester, 
'Amherst, 
D.Greenland, 

New-Ipswich, 

Walpole, 

Lyndeborough, 

Lebanon, 

Merrimack, 

Atkinson, 

Gilmanton, 

Eochester, 

Dublin, 

Temple, 

Lempster, 

Tamworth, 

Dunbarton, 



48, 


72 age. 


48, 


73 


41, 


72 


45, 


76 


43, . 


78 


48, 


72 


48, 


71 


46, 


74 


41, 


65 


45, 


71 


49, 


73 


47, 


77 


43, 


72 


49, 


77 


42, 


69 


49, 


80 


44, 


82 


45, 


77 


41, 


82 



NOTE H— PAGE 16. 

From the following Votes, passed at the Convention of Ministers, Sept. 30, 1767 
it would seem that some of tiie evils arising from the haU-way covenant had be 
come apparent : 

" Votedy unanimoualf/j That persons who have recognized their baptismal core 



nant should be considered under ibo appclal watch End care of the Choreh where 
thST have so coTenanted ; end that d.11 immomJities, indiSei^nce upon the greu 
■nbjecls of religion, and eereleag nc^lcrrt of Christian datica andinstimiione.Bhoald 
be ponsiderad aa rendering them obno:^iou! to the censares of the church ; and, 
being continued in, such persona may jmtiy be considered as having forfeited all 
church pririlegea. 

" Voted, Thet we will ncquainl onr churches with Ihe opinion of the Convandoit 
expressed in Ihe above vote, and thnt fe will recommend it to them as a, subject 
weithj of their seriona conaiderallon." 



NOTE— PiQB 19. 

The following estrncls from the Records of iho Hoptinton AsBociation show 
the nnanimily with whidi the " Wbrcesler lieresn" waa rejected. For a fall and 
candid " Historical View of llie Jtee. Thomas Worcesta's iriflafuce ia SaUdiury ontJ 
flbphn/on Aaodaiioii," &j:^ reference is rcspoctfully made to a MS, written l^ihe 
Rev. Ebevezes Pbice, of Boacawen, and now in hh hands. Speaking of Hev. 
Dr. Woods' rHasent from Mr. Worcesler's views. Her. Mr. Price says, " That at a 
meeting of the HopSantnn Association in 1814. Mr. T. Worcester adiir&^sed a let- 
ter Id that hody," in which he claimed Dr. Wood as beiug with him in senti- 
ment " This Tcncrahlc member was present and heard ihn letter read : then rose 
and pnunplly disclaimed Mr, W'a in ?inn:i lions, and all fellowship with Unitariani. 
He fully and satisfactorily dednrcd to hi i brethren present, his belief of the Trin- 
ity and of the Divinity of Jesus Christ : and from that day irithdrew his confi- 
dence from Mr. Worcester, and hiu uniformly since, on all oecasious, evidenced 
his lore for primitiTe orthodoxy." 

"Dnnbarton, Aug. 21, ISIl. The Hopkinfon Association, having seen andreafl 
a pnblication entitled " Bible News," nnd another entitled " An Impartial Review 
of Testimonies," ifcc, bj Eev. Noah Worcester, and several other pnblicationa by 
EeT. Thomas Worcester, all going to disprore the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
aa held by the great reformers, by oar pious forefathers and by the orthodox 
churches of the Christuin world at this day, and in the opinion of this Associa- 
tion fuliy supported bv the Scriptures of truth ; nnd feeling it our dntj, nol only 
in an individual bot also in an associated capacity, to bear testimony against all 
error, nnd espcciallv against so material an error as a denial of the self-esiBtance 
of our Lord Jesus thriat and of the Holy Ghost, therefore, 

" Voted, That the doctrine contained in the above named puhlicatioua, respecting 
JeSDS Christ and the Holy Ghoal. ia in onr opinion a dejisrtnre from the pure faitE 
of the Church of Chriat, and tends to strengthen the enemies, and thereby great- 
ly to injure the cause of Zion." 

"June 16, 1824. Met at Canterbury. " VoUd, to call on Mr, Worcester hy a 
committee, to abow reasons why he should not be excluded from onr bod^ under 
existing eireumstaneeB. Chose brotllora Sawyer and Page for this Couimitleo." 

" Oct. ao, 1824. Met at Henniker. " The committee appointed at the session 
in June to call on Mr. Worcester, to show reasona why he should nol be excluded 
from our body, under existing ci ream stances, reported, that they called on Mr. 
Worceater, and that ho declared that he was not a member of the Association ; 
that he should not acltnowiedge a comniilteo from this body, and that be was not 
amenable to them. 

" The Association having wjnaidered this report, unanimonsly adopted the fol- 
lowing resolntion: Whereas Eev. Thomas Worcester, member of the Hopkinton 
Association, N, H,, has, in the opinion of said Association, and in some importajtl 
particulars, departed fVom ' the faith once delivered to the saints ;' whereas, tbe 
Association have, in former yearn, labort^Hhundsntly to convince him of bis eiror, 
hut without effect; whereas the Council which dismissed him from his pastoral re- 
lations in Salisbury, mention, with deep regret, his ' dereliction' of tbe doctrine 
of the proper Deity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and do not recommend 
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him as B. minister of Christ ; wbereos ha bus for years neglected to meet with the 
Association ; has refused to receiye a committee from akt body, declaring that 
he was not a member of the Associatinp, nor amenablo to them; coosidenng il 
naelesa to labor with him furlber, and feeling our doty to Christ and bis Church j 
therefore, 

■' Besolmd, Tliat t ha connexion between the saidMr. Worcester and this Associ- 
ation be disBoived, and that he be no longer eonaidered by ns aa a minis ler of 
Chriat in good standing. 

Signed m behalf of die Assoeiation ; 

WiLTEn H*EB1B, Moderator." 
Moses Sawyer, Scribe," 



NOTE I— piOE S3. 

The deep interest whieh the Congr^ationol and Freebjieiian Ministers of this 
State liave ever taken in the advaacement of sound learning, is a topic on irhkji 
the writer woald be happy to enlarge. It will, I think, be fuimd on mTegticaticm 
that all or nearly all the Academies and High Schools in the Slate, estaHished 
previous to IS20, and most of IhosQ since established, owe their origin, institntioa, 
permanence and prosperity more to the exertions and influence of our minislert 
than to any other class of citizens, and all other (anses. At the same time, their 
indncDce and their public and private labora have ever been extcuded to Com- 
mon Scboola. 

Of the two following articles from the Records of tlio ConYcnlion, ihe^rit 
evinces their interest in the establisliinent of a CoLrEOE, accrul years before the 
plan of Dr, Wheelock was matured or known by them ; and the second, the mis- 
sianmy spirit cherished by them at 1bat early jieriod. 

[Records of Convention.] 

The ConTention of Ministers, met at Somersworth 26 Sept., 1753, "tokiagiuto 
consideration the great advnnlages which may arise, both to Church and Slate, 
from the erecting an Aciidemy or College in this PraTinee, naanlmouily voted, 



" To his Excdlenqi Bmitm^ Wenlmorlh, Esq., Copt. General and Gaeernor-in-Cliief 

tii and oner iis Majesiy'a Prnt-iiKe of New-ffampsMre, in Nae-Enghnd. 
May it please your Excellency, — 

Wc, llie Ministers of the Congrrgational Churches in this Province of Nell- 
Hampshire, under your Excellency's Government, now assembled in our Annual 
Convention, in Somersworth, as has been our custom for several years past, the 
design of which is to pray for bis Majesty and Government, and consult the inter- 
tsa of religion and viitne, for onr mutual assistanee and encouragement in onr 
proper husineBB.beglBBvetopresent a request to your Excellency in behalf of lit- 
erature ; which proceeds not from any private or par^ views ia ua, hut our desira 
to serve the government and religion, by laying a foandation for the best inBtnit^ 
tion of youth. We doubt not your Excellency ia sensible of the great advantagel 
of learning, and the difficollies which attend the education of vonth in this Prov- 
ince, by reason of our distance from any of the seats of learning, the discredit of 
our medium, &c. We have reason to hope that, by our interest among our peoplq^ 
and some favor fmm the Government, we may be able in a little lime to raise ■ 
sofflcient fund fur erecting and carrying on an Academy or College within tiiia 
Province, withonl prejudice to any other suchseminary in nei^lioiiug Colonies- 
Provided your Excellency will be pleased to grant to us, a number of us, or any 
other Trustees whom your Ejtcellenrj shall think proper to appoint, a good and 





■ufBcdeni Charter, by which ihey maj be empowered W choose a president, profea- 
Bors, lalors, or odier offivvre, and regulate all matters lielonging lo Bu<'h a Sodetj. 
'• We therefore now humbly petition jour EscellenRy lo grant snch a. Charter 
um» in the best manner armwisr such adfeign, and emnutit with a Committee, 
tIe: Kev. Messrs. Joseph Ailama. Jumea Pike. John Moody, Ward Cotton, Na- 
tiianiel Gookin, Woodliridge Odlin, Samuel Lnngdon, and Sninucl Haien, onr 
brethren, whom we have now chosen to w^t upon your Exrellency with thi« oar 
petition, that we mnj use onr inBaeni-e with onr people lo promote m good b de- 
sign by g«corou9 itaherriptions, and that we mayfarther petition the Gendrul Court 
for snrh asaiatnncc ne they shall think necessary. We arepersunded, if your Ex- 
cellency will first of all faronr ua with auch a charter, wa ahull be able soon to 
make use of it for tlie pnbUc benefit, and that yourEsi'ellency's name will forev- 
er be remembered wilb hononr. If, after trial, we cannot accomplisb it, we prom- 
ise to return the charter, with all thaokfalneaa for yonr Excelteucy'a good dispnsi- 

" It is our constant prayer, that God woald prosper yom Excellency's adminis- 
tration, and beg leave to subscribe ourselves yonr Excellency's moat obedient ser- 
vants, Joseph Aomi, Modensior." 

The Convention of Conj^regational Ministers in tbe vicinity of PortEmoDlb, be- 
ing held at the boase of the Bev, Mr. Langdon, in Portsmoucb, Sept. SSth, 1763, 
the Rev. John Bogers was oiioscti Moderator. 

The foUcwing leatimoiiial was then laid before tbo Conventinn, viz : 

" CHELSPi, in Norwich, Conn., Joly 10, 1762. 

" We, ministers of the gospel, and pastors of Churches hereafter mentioned, with 
our names, having for a namber of years past heard of or seen with plerunre the 
xeal, courage and firm resolution of the Rev. Eleaier Wheclock, of Lebanon, to 
prosecute to effect a design of spreading the gospelamong the natives in the wilda 
of our America, and especially bis perseverance in it amidst the many peculiar 
discouragements he had to encounter during the late years of the war here, and 
upon a plan which appears to na to hats the greatest probability of aaccesB, vi^., 
by a mission of their own aons ; and aa we are verily persunded that the smiles 
of Divine Providence upon his school, and the anccesa of his endravour hitherto, 
jnstly may, and ought to encourage bira and all lo believe it to be of God, and 
that which be will own andaucttcd for Iheglory of bis great name in the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of one divine Kedeemer, aa well as for the great benefit of 
liie crown of Great Britain, and especially of his majesty's dominions in Amer- 
ica; So we apprehend the present openings in Providence ought to invite Chris- 
tians of every denomination to unite their endeavours, and lend a helping hand ia 
canying on the charitable dcisgn ; and we are heartily sorry if party spirit and 
pnr^ differences shall at all obstruct the pro;^ss of it ; or the old leaven in thia 
land ferment upon this occasion and give a watchful adversary opportunity so to 
turn Ihe course of endenvonni into another channel as to defeat the design ot 



and especially as ministers of the gospel, 

boUcve a diaiutereated regard to the advancement of the I 

the good of his Majesty's dominions in America, were the governing motivei 

which nt first induced the Rev. Mr. Wheclock to enter upon the great affair, and 

to risk bU own private interest, as he baa done, since carrying it on, so wc esteem 

his plan to bo good, his mensores prudently and well concerted, his endowments 

peculiar, his leal fervent, his endeavours indefatigable, for the accomplishing this 

design ; and we know no man like minded nho will naturally care for their stats: 

may God prolong his life, and make him extensively useful in llie kingdom of 






'■ We have also soma of us, at his desire, esamineil bis accounts, and find that 
besides giving in all his own labor and trouble in the atFur,he has charged for tliB 
support, schooling, &e^ of the youth at the lowest rate it coold be done for, as the 
prices of things lure bean and still are among lu; and vre apprehend the geneiOM 
donations nlreiid; made, huve been and wo are confident wiil be, laid out in tin 
mosC prudent manner, and with the bcKt advice for die furtbeninee of (he impor- 
tant design ; and we pra.v God abandantlj' Co reward the libemliiy of man? upon 
this occasion ; and we hope the generoBity, especially of perrong of distinction and 
now, wi]| be a happ» lead and inc! ncement to still greater liberalities, and that il 
consequcnca thereof Ilia wide cxtpuded wilderness of America will blossom as the 
rose, habitations of I'melty beromi; dwelliug-plHccs nf righteousness, and the btasa- 
ing of thousands ready to perish come upon all those whose love to Christ and 
charity to them has been shown upon this occasion, which is the heai^ prayer of 
Tour most sincere friends and humble servants : 



Ebenezcr Hosicter, Pastor of 
Joseph Irish, " 

Nathaniel Whitfaker, " 
Benjamin Pomeroy, " 
Elijah liOthrop, " 

Nathaniel Ells, 
Mather Byies, 
Jonathan Barber, 



It clinrcli in Stonington. 



ffud 



the church in Chelsea, in Norwich. 

1st church in Hebron. 

the church of Gilead, in Hebron. 

c Lurch in Stonington. 

lat church in New-London. 

church in Groton. 
Matthew Gravea, Missionary in New-London. 
Poler Powers, Pastor of church at Newent, in Norwich. 
David Kirlland, former pastor of church in Neweni, in Norwich. 



Aaher Rosseter, 
Jabez Wright, 
David JewetC, 
Bet^min Throop, 
Samuel Mopley, 
Stephen Wright, 
Bicbard Salter, 
Timothy Allen, 

Shraim Little, 
hart Estnbrook, 
Joseph Powler, 
Benjamin Board man, 
John Norton, 
Benjamin Dunning, 



Pa; 



4tli 



church in Preston. 

" in Norwich, 
urch in New-London. 
" Norwich. 

" Windham, 



" in Mansfield. 

" in Asbford. 

1st cbnrch in CoIchBStar. 
a church at East Haddam. 



Middleborongh. 



" Voted, Thai Rev. Messrs. Moodv, Langdon, Haven, and Poster, bo a eommitteo 
of this Convention, to consider and report on the above. Said committee laid the 
following draught before the Convention, which was unanimously Toted, and 
iigned by the Moderator. 

" We, a Convention of Congr-pgnliona! Minislers asfcmMed at Portsmouth, Sep- 
tember as, liea.having read and ronsidered the foregoing nttestalion from a nnm- 
bar of Reverend Gentlorapn in ConnecIicQl t takinc into considernlion the many 
obligations the Supreme Ruler has Inid upon Christian churches to promote his 
cause and enlarge the borders of his Kingdom in this land,— the signal victories 
he baa granted to our truops, — the entire reducrion of all Canada, so thai a way is 
now open for the spreading the li;;ht and purity nf the Gospel among distant aav- 
age tribes, and a large field white unto the harvest is presented before us; — con- 
sidering the infinite worth of the souls of men, — the importanro of the Gospel to 
their present and evcrla'itiii}; happiness, and the hopeful prospect that the aboriffi- 
no/ niwiiTO will now listen to Cliri'linn instmction ; considering, also, the great eic- 
pensB which must unavoidably attend the prosecution of this great design ; think 
ourselves obliged to recommend, in the warmest manner, thb subject to me scrioM 
consideration of our christian brethren and the public. It ia with gratitude to the 
Great Head of the Church, who has the hearts of all in his hands, that we observe 
some hopeful steps taken by the societies founded for the cospellsing the Indiana, 
and that the hearts of such numbers, both at home and in this land, have been dis- 





39 

posed to bestow their liberalities to enable such useful Societies to effect the great 
ends for which they are founded. But as we wish to see every probable method 
taken to forward so benevolent and christian a design ; We, therefore, rejoice to 
find that the Rev. Mr. Wheelock has such a number of Indian youths under his 
care and tuition, and in that abundant testimony which his brethren in the Minis- 
try have borne to his abilities for, and zeal and faithfulness in, this important un* 
dertaking. And we do hereby declare our hearty approbation of it, as far as we 
are capable of judging of an affair carried on at such a distance, and think it our 
duty to encourage and exhort all christians to lend a helping hand towards so 
great and generous an undertaking. We would not indeed absolutely dictate this, 
or any other particular scheme for civilizing and spreading the Gospel among the 
Indians ; but we are persuaded that God demands of ibe inhabitants of these 
Colonies some returns of gratitude in this way, for the remarkable success of our 
arms against Canada, and that peace and security which he has now given us. We 
must, lEerefore, rely on the wisdom and prudence of the civil authority to think of 
it as a matter in which our political interests, as well as the glory of God, are 
deeply concerned ; and refer it to our Churches and all private Christians as pecu- 
liarly called to promote the Redeemer's kingdom everywhere, to determine what 
will be the most effectual methods of forwarding so noble and pious a design, and 
to contribute to the utmost of their power, either towards the execution of the 
plan which the Rev. Mr. Wheelock is pursuing, or that of the corporation erected 
m the province of the Massachusetts Bay, or any other whidi may be thought 
of here or elsewhere for the same laudable purpose. 

John Boqbb,s, Moderator,^* 
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inisters In the 8 
Pastoral Office 

feronce may be had 

Jaffrey. 

Stoddard. 
Bamslcad. 
Sanbomton. 
Pembroke. 

De^' 

Exeter, ad Church. 

Kceoe. 

Rindge. 

Hancock. 

Newport 

Concord. 

Bedford. 

Irfe^th Bridge. 

Concord, Weat, 

Wcntworth. 

Durham. 

Cornish. 

Gilmanton, Cen. 

Nashua. 
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